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Kentucky Birth Surveillance Registry (KBSR)

What is KBSR?
KBSR is a state-ŵĂŶĚĂƚĞĚ�ƐƵƌǀ ĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽǀ ŝĚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĐŝĚĞŶĐĞ͕�ƉƌĞǀ ĂůĞŶĐĞ͕�ƚƌĞŶĚƐ͕ �

ĂŶĚ�ƉŽƐƐŝďůĞ�ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƟůůďŝƌƚŚƐ͕ �ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĂďůŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ �/Ŷ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ƐŽ͕ �<�^Z�ĐŽůůĞĐƚƐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�

ŽŶ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ƚŽ�ĂŐĞ�Į ǀ Ğ�ǁ ŚŽ�ĂƌĞ�ĚŝĂŐŶŽƐĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ�

�ĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟǀ Ğ�ZĞŐƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�;ϵϬϮ�<�Z�ϭϵ ͗ ϬϭϬͿ͘��ĂƚĂ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ǀ ŝƚĂů�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ͕ �ĂĐƵƚĞ�ĐĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ďŝƌƚŚŝŶŐ�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂůƐ͕ �

ůĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌŝĞƐ͕ �ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ƐƵƌǀ ĞŝůůĂŶĐĞ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ŐĞŶĞƟĐƐ�ĐůŝŶŝĐƐ͘ �<�^Z�ŽƉĞƌĂƚĞƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�

Kentucky Revised Statute (KRS) 211.651-670.

Since 1998, KBSR has been dedicated to:

 WƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŶŐ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƟŵĞůǇ͕�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�surveillance;

 Referring children with birth defects to appropriate services;

 Providing data for research ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƌĞǀ ŝĞǁ ͖ �ĂŶĚ�

 /ŵƉůĞŵĞŶƟŶŐ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ programs in Kentucky.

Mission

dŚĞ�ŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�<�^Z�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐĐƵƌĂƚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĂŶŽŵĂůŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�

ĚŝƐĂďůŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ƉƌĞǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ͕ �ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝĐĞ�ĚĞůŝǀ ĞƌǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŽŶǁ ĞĂůƚŚ�ŽĨ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ͘

&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ �ǀ ŝƐŝƚ�ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ĐŚĨƐ͘ ŬǇ͘ŐŽǀ ͬ ĚƉŚ ͬ ŵĐŚͬ ĞĐĚͬ ŬďƐƌ͘Śƚŵ�Žƌ�ĞŵĂŝů�<�^ZΛ ŬǇ͘ŐŽǀ
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/ŵĂŐĞƐ�ŵĂĚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐůǇ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ����͘ �&ƌŽŵ�͞�ŝƌƚŚ��ĞĨĞĐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ��ŽŵŵŽŶ͕ ��ŽƐƚůǇ͕�ĂŶĚ��ƌŝƟĐĂů͟�ŝŶĨŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ͘�ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ĐĚĐ͘ŐŽǀ ͬ ŶĐďĚĚĚͬ ďŝƌƚŚĚĞĨĞĐƚƐͬ ŝŶĨŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ͘Śƚŵů�

What are Birth Defects?
�ŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�;Žƌ�ĐŽŶŐĞŶŝƚĂů�ĂŶŽŵĂůŝĞƐͿ�ĂƌĞ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĂůƚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ŽĨ�ŽŶĞ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ďŽĚǇ�ƉĂƌƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�

occur during development in pregnancy.1 Birth defects affect how the body looks, works, or both. Some problems are 

ǀ ĞƌǇ�ŵŝŶŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂǇ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ŶŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ĞŶƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƚĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƐƵƌŐĞƌǇ�Žƌ�ƚŚĞƌĂƉǇ͕�ǁ ŚŝůĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�

ĐĂŶ�ĐĂƵƐĞ�ůŝĨĞůŽŶŐ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĂŶĚͬ Žƌ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ͘ ����ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚ�ŵĂǇ�ŶŽƚ�Ăī ĞĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ůŝĨĞƐƉĂŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�

child; however, some birth defects can impact lifespan depending on the severity.

Birth Defects are Costly

Birth defects cause pain and suffering for families, and the 

financial burden of caring for children with birth defects 

ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů͘��KŌĞŶ͕ �ďĂďŝĞƐ�ďŽƌŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ďŝƌƚŚ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚƐ�

need special treatments or services to thrive, adding to the

costs of their care. The costs might be for a one-ƟŵĞ�

ƐƵƌŐĞƌǇ͕�Žƌ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�Ă�ůŝĨĞƟŵĞ�ĂƐ�ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐ�

ƚƌĞĂƚŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘ �&ĂŵŝůŝĞƐ͕ �

ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ŐŽǀ ĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ĐŽƐƚƐ͘ ��

Birth Defects are Common

About 120,000 babies are born with a major birth defect in the

U.S. every year, which is equivalent to 1 in every 33 births.1

In Kentucky, birth defects are even more common. Each year, about 4,900 babies (about 1 in every 12 births) have a

birth defect, including major and minor birth defects, and those that are transient (naturally resolve on their own).

�ŝƌƚŚ��ĞĨĞĐƚƐ�ĂƌĞ��ƌŝƟĐĂů

Birth defects are a common cause of mortality among infants (babies

under 1 year of age). In Kentucky and the U.S., about 20% of all infant

deaths are caused by birth defects, which in Kentucky is the equivalent

of about 81 cases per year.3 Birth defects are also implicated in about

ϰϱ�ƐƟůůďŝƌƚŚƐ�ƉĞƌ�ǇĞĂƌ�ŝŶ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ�;ĂďŽƵƚ�ϭϯй �ŽĨ�Ăůů�ƌĞƉŽƌƚĞĚ�ƐƟůůďŝƌƚŚƐͿ͘

K ǀ ĞƌĂůů͕�ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬϬϬ�ƚŽ�ϮϬϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞĂŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŽƚĂů�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ĐŚĂƌŐĞƐ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽǆŝŵĂƚĞůǇ�Ɛŝǆ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�

birth defects than for children without birth defects.2 One component of the elevated costs is increased length of

stay, as mean hospital stay for children with birth defects was more than twice that of those without.2


